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ﬁhne&s, according to the 2005 U.S. Census Bureau, 604,245 Oklakomans, 19.0% age S and over, have some
form of disability; and

ﬂl;m:eus, people with disabilities constitute our nation’s largest minority group, afmost one in five; and

ﬁhman, this group is also the most inclusive and most diverse group: all ages, genders, refigions, ethnicities,
sexual orientations, and socioeconomic levels are represented; and

ﬂhwreaz, when the words “retard” or “retarded” are used without thinking to mean something stupid or bad, it is
hiurtful to people who fiave disabifities and the people who love them; and

ﬂhmus, it perpetuates prejudice and discrimination towa rds people with disabilities; and
ﬂl;ercxs, this word is just as cruel and offensive as any other slur or hate speech;
ﬁ ofu, ﬂ;etzfm,g, ?tah gznrg, Governor of the State of Oklakoma, do hereby proclaim March 31, 2009, as

“Spread the Word fo Bud fhe “c” Word Bay”™

in the State of Oklahoma,

and encourage all ORlafiomans to Spread the Word throughout their communities and schools encourage everyone to
stop saying the “r" word.
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